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Zend Framework includes a powerful set
of components that facilitate best
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consistent look and feel within an
application.

Copyright © 2008, Zend Technologies Inc.



Overview

A The problem Zend_ Layout/ZVE solves
A Simple MVC Usage

A Benefits of Zend Layout & ZVE

A Advanced Usage: Ajax Autocomplete
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Exploring the problem area




The Problem

What are layouts?
A Consistent look and feel across application
A Independent of dispatched application code

A Common page items such as:

A Navigation
A Headers
A Footers

A Tag cloud




The Problem

Previous attempts (PHP4 until now):

A Smarty (separation of business & presentation
logic)
A First divergence from Model 1 programming

A Common solution (included in every template):

AHeader {include file=06head
AFooter files {include file
ANavigation {include file=5

Ref: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Model 1
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Model_1

The Problem

Processed Inline

{include file="header.tpl"}
{include file="naw.tpl"}
<|-- page content =

{include file="footer.tpl"}

header

nay

content area

footer




The Problem

Previous attempts in ZF community:

A Controller Plugin
A dispatchLoopStartup() / preDispatch()
A dispatchLoopShutdown() / postDispatch()

A ViewRenderer Extension

A postDispatch()
A View Extension




The Problem

Does a best practices pattern exist?

A Yes, in POEAA, M. Fowler describes the Two -Step-
View Pattern. ( link)

For a full description see P of EAA page 365
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If vou have a Web application with many pages, you often want a consistent look and organization to the site. If every page looks different, you
end up with a site that users find confusing. Y ou may also want to make global changes to the appearance of the site easily, but common
approaches using Template View (350) or Transform View (361) make this difficult because presentation decisions are often duplicated across
multiple pages or transform modules. A global change can force yvou to change several files.

Two Step View deals with this problem by splitting the transformation into two stages. The first transforms the model data into a logical
presentation without any specific formatting; the second converts that logical presentation with the actual formatting needed. This way you can
make a global change by altering the second stage, or you can support multiple output looks and feels with one second stage each.



http://martinfowler.com/eaaCatalog/twoStepView.html

The Problem

Can ZF implement a Two -Step-View solution?

A Yes, If we leverage both the controller and the
view layer, a two -step-view is possible

A Lets look at the controller dispatch process:
A (Image on next screen)




The Problem




