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Zend Framework includes a powerful set 

of components that facilitate best 

practices in the area of keeping a 

consistent look and feel within an 

application.



Overview

ÅThe problem Zend_Layout/ZVE solves

ÅSimple MVC Usage

ÅBenefits of Zend_Layout & ZVE

ÅAdvanced Usage: Ajax Autocomplete

ÅQ & A
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THE PROBLEM
Exploring the problem area
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The Problem

What are layouts?

ÅConsistent look and feel across application

ÅIndependent of dispatched application code

ÅCommon page items such as:

ÅNavigation

ÅHeaders

ÅFooters

ÅTag cloud
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The Problem

Previous attempts (PHP4 until now):

ÅSmarty (separation of business & presentation 

logic)

ÁFirst divergence from Model 1 programming

ÅCommon solution (included in every template):

ÁHeader {include file=ôheader.tplõ}

ÁFooter files {include file=ôfooter.tplõ}

ÁNavigation {include file=ôcommon/nav.tplõ} 

Ref: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Model_1
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The Problem
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The Problem

Previous attempts in ZF community:

ÅController Plugin

ÁdispatchLoopStartup() / preDispatch()

ÁdispatchLoopShutdown() / postDispatch()

ÅViewRenderer Extension

ÅpostDispatch()

ÅView Extension
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The Problem

Does a best practices pattern exist?

ÅYes, in PoEAA, M. Fowler describes the Two -Step-

View Pattern. ( link )
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http://martinfowler.com/eaaCatalog/twoStepView.html


The Problem

Can ZF implement a Two -Step-View solution?

ÅYes, if we leverage both the controller and the 

view layer, a two -step -view is possible

ÅLets look at the controller dispatch process:

Å(image on next screen)
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The Problem
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The Problem

ÅZend_Layout is the solution!

ÅZend_Layout by itself is simply a view decorator

ÅWhen used in conjunction with the MVC 

elements itõs so much more:

ÁA Controller Plugin for detecting when to render a 

layout

ÁAn Action Helper to facilitate communication between 

Action Controllers and Layouts

ÁA View Helper to facilitate communication between 

View Scripts and Layouts
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The Problem

12



The Problem

The Two-Step-View and Zend_Layout introduce 

new concerns:

ÅHow can view scripts know the content type of 

the current layout? 

ÅView Scripts might use code that implies a 

requirement at the layout layer:

ÁSetting page title

Á Inject JS in the HEAD block

Á Inject Style requirements in the HEAD block

ÁEtc. 
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The Problem

With new problems come new solutions!

ÅZend View Enhancements

ÁDoctype helper for setting/getting content type

ÁHead Helpers:

ÅheadScript()

ÅheadMeta()

ÅheadStyle()

ÅheadTitle()
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The Problem

In addition to solving problems, there are a few 

other Zend_View Enhancements to simplify life:

ÅPartial(), PartialLoop(), and Placeholder() exist to 

aid developers in DRYing up their code

ÅAction() View Helper exists to facilitate the 

dispatching of an Action Controller when a task 

requires that views attempt to gain new 

information from the model layer
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The Problem

Zend_Layout and Zend_View Enhancements are 

the Solution!

ÅDRY up code

ÅBest Practices

ÅBetter code organization, both application and 

display logic

ÅAbility to add new features and requirements to 

a project without having to retrofit.
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BASIC MVC USAGE

Using Zend_Layout & Zend_View enhancements within a ZF 

MVC application
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Basic MVC Usage

File structure
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Basic MVC Usage

bootstrap.php
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Basic MVC Usage

Controller Script
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Basic MVC Usage

View Script
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Basic MVC Usage

ÅLayout Script

22



Basic MVC Usage

ÅOutput HTML & Display
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Basic MVC Usage

ÅHeadTitle Usage
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Basic MVC Usage

Output HTML & View
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Basic MVC Usage

ÅPartial & PartialLoop
Å $this->partial($script, $model)

Å $this->partialLoop($script, $arrayOfModels)

ÅAssumes òmodeló is
ÅAn array

Å Implements toArray()

ÅOr is an object that can return properties via 

object_get_vars()

ÅAn object, when partial() is configured as such
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Basic MVC Usage

ÅPartialLoop
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Basic MVC Usage

PartialLoop Model
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Basic MVC Usage

The action() helper
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