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Our To-Do List:

V Introduction

V Who is NSC, our experience and how we got started with PHP

V The benefits of using PHP

V Case Study:  Aarrowcast, Inc.

V Combining PHP & the Web: Getting started with your data

V Using the Supplier Portal

V NSC Dashboard

V Questions 
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NSC, Inc. at a glanceé

Our Partners, and experience:

ï27 years of software development & services.

ïIBM Business Partner for 20+ years

ïProfessional software developers for the IBM System i

ïPartner with Zend Technologies: The PHP Company

ïPartner with other IBM business partners

Our focus

ïProviding service to medium-large sized organizations related to 

technology and business consulting
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Our customers
ïMedium-large sized Manufacturing companies

ïCounty government

Our other applications/services
ïOver 25 services including: Custom programming, IT/business 

consulting, web applications and project management.

ïNSC Dashboard

ïDocument Manager

ïMaterial Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) ïGovernment CASS 
management

ïEncircle ïZoning and Planning web application

ïPilot program ïNSC SAAS

NSC has worked with many technologies, but today our focus is on PHP
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Why PHP?

Å NSC had a customer that needed a project completed quickly.  After researching other 

options, we found PHP to be most efficient and cost effective.

Å We needed to interface DB2 data with an online GUI.

Å 4th Quarter 2006 we came across the Zend product.

Å Using PHP is the best way to meet the needs of customers who have a lot invested in 

applications and data on the System i, but need to make it available on the web.

Å Why else?

ï PHP is easy to use and learn

ï Supportive to the rapid development of applications

ï The time to web was the quickest for creating web applications
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Å Modern manufacturing company.

Å Produces over 85 million pounds of gray and ductile iron castings a 

year.

Å Needed a tool that aided in communication with their suppliers.

Å Wanted to maintain their current system, and didnôt want to rewrite 

the application.

Å Wanted suppliers to be more involved in their overall success.

Å Information had to be dynamic and work with their current MRP 

system.

Å They also wanted to use higher quality suppliers, and streamline the 

communication process for purchase orders while reducing the need 

to expedite.
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ñWe have gone from a 50% on-time delivery rate to a 90-95% rate 

on materials from our vendors.ò

Dean Evers, Supply Chain Manager ïAarrowcast, Inc.
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Supplying the right informationé

Suppliers:

ÅView manufacturer part forecasts

ÅSubmit material quotes

ÅView and Download payment records by 

purchase orders

ÅAcknowledge & adjust open purchase orders

ÅSubmit suggested improvements & cost 

savings (SICS)

ÅDisplay supplier performance reports

ÅOn-Time-Delivery

ÅQuality (SCARS)

ÅAnd much moreé

Manufacturers:

ÅManage SICS submissions

ÅManage posted document 

(schedules, material lists, etc.)

ÅManage users & contacts

ÅView submitted material quotes

ÅMonitor Supplier Performance

ÅProduce real-time results
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Combining PHP and the web.

VGetting started with your data
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Use PHP 
db2_connect() to 

login to connect to the 
database.

XYZ Co.

ABC Co

XYZ Co.

XYZ 

ABC 

No more green screen hassleé
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Initialize an SQL variable using 
standard SQL statements.  Use a 

dot (.) instead of a slash (/).

Use the SQL statement 
in db2_fetch_row() to 

retrieve the data from the 
database.

XYZ Co.

XYZ Co.

ABC Co.

Jon Doe

Jon Doe

Jane Doe

Jon Doe

Jane Doe

XYZ Co.

ABC Co.
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Download and upload 
files to the IFS straight 

from the web, while 
simultaneously updating 
the database with PHP

Jon Smith

XYZ Co.

XYZ Co.

Jon
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Getting down to the fun stuff!

VUsing the Supplier Portal
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View a rolling parts 
forecast ïadjustable 
to the time frame of 

your choice!

Suppliers view/download parts forecastsé
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View Supplier Metrics: 
On-Time-Delivery, SICS, 
and Quality monitoring

Create instant graphs 
with real-time data! 

Combining PHP with 
AJAX.

Go from 50% OTD to 90 - 95% OTDé
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View Open Purchase 
Orders

Acknowledge Purchase 
Orders ïAccept, 
Decline, Open, or 
Shipped

Keep track of Open Purchase Ordersé


