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5250 Bridge and Platform

Exploiting RPG Applications in new ways



Using RPG programs in new ways

The latest option - Zend 5250 Bridge 

ÅA new approach for putting Green-screen applications to work in new ways

- For example as Web Services

- In a new "Web Faced" role

- Via Portals and Mash Ups

What is the "Bridge"

ÅHow do you get it

ÅTechnical Overview of components

The Bridge Demonstration Programs

ÅGreen Screen Emulator

ÅSimple Web Interface

ÅAJAX style Web Interface

A brief example of the basic procedural APIs

ÅA different kind of 5250 Programming!

The Bridge is a Toolkit of possibilities

ÅNot a Silver Bullet "Solution"

ÅWhere might the future take us?



What is the "Bridge"

Three sets of APIs that allow a PHP script to drive a 5250 session

ÅObject Oriented APIs

ÅProcedural APIs

- During the session these are the ones we will be focusing on

Multiple 5250 sessions can be connected to a single script

ÅSo you could combine the data from several green screen 

applications in a single browser window!

Bridge is available as one of the integration features of Zend 

Platform



Product Advantages

Doesn't require WebSphere Application Server

ÅSo CPW requirements are lower

No 5250 workload

ÅUse batch for green screen programs instead of interactive

Easy to install

ÅNo application source required ïworks on display file objects

No charge for one connection

ÅPlay in the sandbox until you can convince the boss to purchase

Modernize the application 

ÅUsing AJAX and other advanced web based technologies



Technical Overview 

Supplied as a PHP library

ÅContains a set of PHP functions/classes to access 5250 data

ÅIncludes a number of demonstration programs

Allows you to run any 5250 applications under PHP control

ÅUtilizes IBM's WebFacing server

ÅPart of i5/OS TCP/IP  

All screen information available ...

ÅInput and Output fields and attributes plus Format names 



The Supplied Demo programs 



API 5250 Bridge

5250 Bridge - "GreenScreen" Demo



5250 Bridge - "GreenScreen" Demo

This is the default appearance



.

CUSTOMIZE STYLE

5250 Bridge - "GreenScreen" Demo

But add a little style(sheet) ...



Subfile Demonstration Program 



Subfile Demonstration Programs

Basic "vanilla" 

version uses 

procedural 

functions

"Fancy" version 

uses Object 

interface


